
Research Project: What does the word ‘Religion’ mean and What does it mean 

to call someone or something ‘religious’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello year six, 

Welcome to RS at Lyndon School. We are extremely looking forward to seeing you 

in September. In the meantime, we have set you a mini research project that will 

introduce you to what you will study this year.  

As you may or may not know, the word ‘religion’ is very difficult to define. People 

often use the word ‘religion’ to mean ‘the worship of a god or gods.’ But, some 

religions do not have gods! So, today you will begin to explore what the word 

‘Religion’ really means. In doing so, you will learn about the different types of religion 

and the common features of religion. 

 

 

 



Activity A: What does the word ‘Religion’ mean? 

There are many ways people define religion. There are also some common 

definitions which are listed below. But, some of the keywords are missing!  

Task 1: Identify the missing keywords by completing the word search below:  

Word Search: 

 
T E M K T N K B Y Z G X P P W  

E N X G X J J I R I C Q Q H Z  

W S E P P O Q V K C P N U P Q  

T S O M O S D I Q Q S N I N Y  

N G C P T E B B N P Z H F U U  

U B U O R I F L P I S O U Y K  

D X C S L U M O Q R V D W A B  

J F W C R I P M O W N O O R U  

W N G O D S H W O N B X N Y W  

O R M G R U W K R C Q D E I S  

J K G A J F V Y C Q W W O L Q  

B E L I E F S C T G G Q I G A  

L W N Z A R V L W R G B K A L  

W F H X C B L P O B L X E E S  

 

Use the clues below to find the keywords: 

1. A strong opinion or thought that a person or thing exists, such as a god, is 

known as a B_________. 

2. This word helps people understand why something exists or why someone 

might plan to do something, such as achieve a goal.  P________. 

3. To show respect and love for God or for a god, through actions such as 

praying or attending a religious service, is known as W_________. 

4.  Religions such as Christianity, Judaism, Sikhism and Islam believe in one 

G__. 

5. Some religions, such Hinduism, worship many g___ (over 33 million!) 

6. When you promise to do or give something or be loyal to someone or 

something. This is known as a C_________. 

 



Now you have found the missing keywords. Complete the common definitions of 

religion below using the missing key words: 

 

Task 2: REflect….  

Think about the questions below and try to come up with an 

answer. REMEMBER, there are no right or wrong answers 

for these questions because they based on your own 

opinion.  

1. Why do you think that the word ‘religion’ has so 

many definitions? 

 I think the word ‘religion’ has so many definitions  

because …. 

 

2. Which definition do you most and least agree with and why? 

The definition that I most agree with is …                                                                                              

because ….. 

And the definition that I least agree with is …..                                                                                        

because ….. 

 

Task 3: Challenge Task (Praise Point if you attempt this tricky task below!) 

 

Create an acrostic poem that might help someone explain what religion means OR 

why religion is a difficult word to explain. Here’s my example: 

 

Religion means …. 

1. A set of b________ about how the world was made and what it p________ is. 

 

2. Something that involves the w________ of a G____ or g_____ and the belief in certain ideas 

about right and wrong.  

 

3.  Anything that a person has a strong C______________ to. 

 



 

R – Religion is a difficult word to  

E – explain because 

L – loads of people think that a religion must 

I – include the belief or worship of a  

G – God or gods, when 

I – in reality, some religious followers do not believe in 

O – one God or many gods, yet  

N – name themselves religious!  

 

Your turn: 

 

R 

E 

L 

I 

G 

I 

O 

N 

 

Activity B: Types of religion 

Did you know that there are thousands of different religions in the world? At Lyndon, 

we study some of the most popular world religions, known as the’ six major world 

faiths’. 

Task 1: Find out which religions are known as the ‘six major world faiths’ and list them 

in the grid below. See if you can identify their religious symbol (and the names of these 

religious symbols) 

 

Major World faith  Symbol (& Name of symbol) Religious Founder 



Christianity The Cross 

  

 

 

 

Jesus 

   

 The Crescent Moon and Star 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Guru Nanak 

  

 

 

 

 

Buddhism  

 

 

 

The Buddha 

 

Task 2: World Faiths Quiz 

Answer the questions below to find out some more information about each of the six 

major world religions: 

Q1. Which one of the six major world faiths is the oldest religion? ____________ 



Q2. Which one of the six major world faiths has the most followers? How many of its 

followers live in the UK? _____________ 

Q3. Which one of the six major world faiths is the fastest growing religion in the 

world? _______________ 

Q4. Which one of the six major world faiths is the youngest religion? In which country 

did this religion first appear? ________________ 

Q5. Which one of the six major world faiths is the oldest religion in the western 

world? When did this religion first appear? ____________  

Q6. Which one of the six major world faiths does not include ‘the belief/worship of a 

god or gods’ in its main beliefs and practices? ______________ 

Activity C: What makes a religion a ‘religion’? 

For this final activity you will learn about the main features of a religion. By doing so, 

you will begin to identify that many religions, including the six major world faiths, has 

a lot of similar features, yet they are all so different and unique! 

Task 1: Which features do you already know? 

List/draw as many features of a religion as you can from memory. Aim for five 

features: 

1. EXAMPLE: Place of worship (such as a Church) 

2. A 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Feel free to list some more features below: 

• a 

• a 

• a 

• a 

• a 

Task 2: What are the common features of a religion? 



Carefully read the extract below and highlight OR underline the features that many 

religions, including the six major world faiths, have in common: 

Religions usually have rituals, or special patterns of actions, that 

followers perform. They often have prayers that followers say, such as 

the Lord’s Prayer in Christianity, and festivals on certain days of the 

year. Many religions have written works that are considered holy, such 

as the Qur’an. Many religions also have buildings, such as 

Synagogues and Gurdwaras, where followers gather for worship.                                

Religions set out rules or guidelines for how followers should live. 

Different religions have different rules/ However, many religious rules 

are to with treating others well and doing the right thing. Religions also 

have a set of beliefs that followers accept to be true, such as the belief 

in God. 

Task 2a.   

List the common features of a religion around the Mind Map below. Use as many 

examples as you can: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge Activity: Is football a religion? (Praise Point if you attempt this 

activity) 

 

What are the 

common features 

of a religion? 

Festivals and days 

of celebration 

such as Gurpurab, 

Eid al-Fitr and 

Christmas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you have completed Activity A, B, C, you may have noticed that there are many 

ways you can define the word ‘Religion.’ Likewise, there are many features that can 

help us identify a religion.  

Some researchers today argue that there are certain similarities between being a 

religious believer and a football supporter. What do you think?  

Task: 

 Using the common features below. Identity the similarities and differences between 

football and religion. Feel free to use as many examples as you can. 

Features Football Religion 

Special Places Football stadiums such as 

Aston Villa or Birmingham 

City 

Place of worship or a holy 

site such as Mecca 



Important Leaders Football managers? 

Team Captains? 

 

 

Music/Songs  

 

 

 

 

Clothing Football shirts are often 

worn as fashion or at a 

football game 

 

Behaviour rituals   

 

 

 

Gods/Idols  In some religions, such as 

Christianity and Islam,  it 

is wrong to worship any 

other god or idol because 

they believe in one God 

who should be 

worshipped. 

 

So what do you think? 

‘Football is a religion.’ Do you agree or disagree? Write your answer below. 

Feel free to use the writing frame for support: 

I think the similarities between football and religion are…………  

 

Because …… 

 

And the differences between football and religion are ………  



Because,,,,, 

 

Overall, I think that football is/ is not a religion because …… 


	Use the clues below to find the keywords:

