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Message from the Principal 
Welcome back and we hope that you had a restful 

break.  

We have been impressed with our students’  

conscientious approach to the Pre-Public  

Examinations (PPE’s) and assessments that have 

taken place over the last few months and well done 

to Year 11 students who attended Half Term  

Revision Classes. Good luck to our Year 10’s 

whose PPE’s begin on Monday 9th March, 2020. 

Mr Butt—Principal 

The Big Sleep out March 2020  

Staff & Students  

St Basil’s is the region’s largest charity working to 
prevent the increasing incidence of youth  
homelessness. St Basil’s is holding the big sleep 
out on Friday 20th March at the Renewal Centre car 
park in Solihull. 

Now in its fifth year the Solihull Big sleep out  
enables the charity to raise the plight of  
homelessness and raise funds. This is a ticketed 
event with professional security that keep all  
participants safe. 

If anyone is interested please get in touch with 
Azim Salam at St Basil’s either by phone 0121 772 
9614 or by email to azim.salam@stbasils.org.uk  

Please note, any student interested must be  
accompanied by a adult. 

Annual Reward Trip to 
Drayton Manor (Summer 

Term) 

Open to all students   

All Students have been informed that the  
requirements for the rewards trip this year are; 

No more than 3 C3's  

No C4's, and 96% attendance. 

All students were given a fresh start to achieve 
these requirements. This began on Monday 24th 
February and runs until the Friday 22nd May.  

Any queries, please speak to your Pastoral  
Manager 

Battle of the Bands  

On Wednesday 5th February, Drench, a band of 

Lyndon students, who are in Year 10, performed 

Livin’ On A Prayer by Bon Jovi at Alderbrook 

School as part of Battle of the Bands. They com-

peted against 4 other schools. 

Also, as part of this event, Rhianne Kennedy (y10) 

performed a solo of Yours by Ella Henderson. 

Principal’s Pick of the Week  
Leah Harris – Languages 
Roshane Neale Merchant – Science 
Noorani Tufail—Photography  

Dates for the diary  
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 17.03.20  

Term Ends    02.04.20 

Staff only    03.04.20  

Term Starts   20.04.20 

HPV inoculations Y8  

    Boys & Girls    23 & 24.04.20   

Year 9 Girls 2nd HPV   04.05.20  

May Day     Friday 08.05.20   

Half Term    25.05.20—29.05.20 

* Please see back page for more dates.  

mailto:azim.salam@stbasils.org.uk


EVENTS & NEWS  

Careers Events  
It has been a very busy half term from a careers 
perspective. For those Year 11 students interested 
in apprenticeships, we have had two after school 
apprenticeship sessions. During the first session 
with Work Pays, students and parents were given 
apprenticeship information and students then  
created accounts on the National Apprenticeship 
website and searched for live vacancies. The  
second session with Balfour Beatty was a mock  
assessment centre workshop whereby students got 
to experience this aspect of the recruitment process 
thus giving them a future advantage.  

During National Apprenticeship week, all year 
groups were involved in tutor time activities and 
Solihull MBC delivered an apprenticeship assembly 
to our Year 10 students. It was lovely to hear from 
ex-student Georgia, who started as an apprentice at 
SMBC after her A Levels and now has a successful 
career. 

To inform our students about local labour market 
information, Balfour Beatty delivered assemblies to 
Year 10 and Year 11 students on HS2 and the 
many local job and apprenticeship opportunities that 
will be available in this region. This type of  
information is essential to help students make  
informed decisions about their future careers. 

Finally, students have had A Level taster sessions 
within school as well as visits to local universities 
and colleges which are all useful in preparing  
students for their future career and post 16  
decisions.  

Excellence In Teaching at Lyndon 
Since September 2019 all 
teachers at Lyndon School 
have adopted a new teaching 
and learning model known to 
us as Excellence in Teaching 
at Lyndon. We have chosen to 
align our practice against this 
model due to the  
overwhelming amount of high 
quality research and evidence 
which underpins how it  
strengthens students’ learning. 
All teachers have been  
working hard to focus upon 
making the two key strands 
explicit in every lesson; Recall and Explanation. This term it is the student’s turn to focus and secure the 
model in every classroom; everyone has been introduced to the expectations in assembly, posters are 
displayed around school and in classrooms as key reminders and we are now very familiar with our two 
logos which are used in every lesson. Together we make sure that learning at Lyndon is excellent!  

Visit to Symphony Hall  

On Monday 3rd February, the whole of year 7 

went to watch the CBSO at the world famous 

Symphony Hall in Birmingham. It was a very  

enjoyable experience for all. Everybody’s  

favourite piece was The Avengers theme by the 

American composer Alan Silvestri. He has written 

the music for nearly 100 films, and you might 

know some of them; Night at The Museum and 

The Polar Express. So when they made the film 

Avengers Assemble in 2012, his job was to help 

you get into the mood for an action-packed  

superhero adventure featuring Iron Man, Black 

Widow, Captain America and The Incredible 

Hulk. 

Students also listened to: 1830 Berlioz:  

Symphonie Fantastique, 1892: Tchaikovsky - 

The Nutcracker, 1916: Nielsen - 

‘Inextinguishable’ Symphony and 1935: Prokofiev 

-  Romeo and Juliet and 1977 Pärt: Cantus in 

Memoriam Benjamin Britten. 

 



EVENTS & NEWS  

TRIO LAND OXBRIDGE OFFERS 

We are so thrilled to share with you an article that  
Solihull Sixth Form College published within the last few 
weeks.   Alicia Cox and Connie Hammond are both ex 
students of Lyndon and we are so proud that their hard 
work came to fruition, well done girls! 
 
“Three students at Solihull Sixth Form College are  
celebrating receiving offers from two of the most  
prestigious universities in the world. 
 
Alicia Cox, Connie Hammond and Zoe Mason have all 
been successful in securing Oxbridge offers for this  
autumn, with two hoping to take up places at the  
University of Oxford and one hoping to go to Cambridge. 
Connie Hammond (aged 18 from Birmingham) is a  
former Lyndon School student and has an offer from 
Mansfield College, Oxford to study Philosophy, Politics & 
Economics. 
 
Connie commented, “Applying for early entry was actually a good thing for me as it meant I could stop worrying about needing to 
complete my UCAS form and just get on with studying. The same amount of effort goes into an Oxbridge personal statement as 
should go into any statement; it just has to be done earlier. 
 
“The admissions test at the end of October was actually fun to prepare for as the questions were very interesting to decipher. The 
interviews made me a little nervous but the experience was brilliant, because everyone around me was incredibly friendly and  
supportive and that was very comforting. Everyone made friends quickly and we spent some time exploring the city. I especially  
enjoyed my Politics interview as it felt more like an interesting debate than an interview.” 
 
Another former Lyndon School student who has achieved success is Alicia Cox (aged 17 from Birmingham). Her offer is for Natural 
Sciences at Homerton College, Cambridge. 
 
Alicia said, “The main reason I applied to Cambridge was because of the course. I first found out about Natural Sciences on their 
website and when I looked at the course structure I realised it was the perfect course for me as it allows me to continue studying a 
broad range of sciences, and then specialise in later years into something like Biochemistry. When I went to the Open Day I felt like 
I really fit in with the people there and that it would be possible to go there, I just have to work hard enough.” 
 
Meanwhile, ex-Alderbrook School pupil Zoe Mason (aged 18 from Shirley) is hoping to take up a place at Lady Margaret Hall at the 
University of Oxford to study Mathematics. 
 
She described why she chose to apply: "I had visited Oxford a lot and loved the place; I felt at home there. I love maths, so I  
enjoyed the extra classes to prepare for my application. 
 
"The College helped check my personal statement before it was sent and Maths teacher Isabel Cooper ran a Mathematics  
Admissions Test class every week, which was incredibly helpful. Both those things made me more confident on answering the 
questions but also helped inform me on how the application process works whilst also telling me about classes I could do to  
improve. I did practice interviews too, which helped a lot." 
 

College Principal Dr Martin Sullivan commented, “Congratulations to Alicia, Connie and Zoe. Undertaking an Oxbridge application 

is a significant investment of time and energy and it pits students against the very best in the world. Getting an offer is a huge 

achievement and they should be very proud of themselves, as we are of them. It’s great to see two students from our Summit 

Learning Trust partners Lyndon School represented too.” 

Zoe's advice for students who are thinking about whether they should attempt an Oxbridge application next year is: "If you love the 

subject you are applying for then it’s worth a try. Try to take each step of the process at a time to prevent becoming overwhelmed." 

Connie echoes this sentiment: “Do it! There’s nothing to lose and everything to gain. If you are planning on applying to university 
the only difference will be the early entry deadline, and Year 13 is intense so it’s good to have UCAS done early on anyway! Doing 
an admissions test or sending in written work is an extra step, but the experience of interviewing alone makes it worth it.” 

Alicia has practical advice for would-be Oxbridge applicants: “Start preparing quite early, make sure you know what test you have 
to take and do loads of practice for it. Also try to find as much information about the course and the colleges from current or  
previous Oxbridge students; you can do this by going onto websites like the Student Room.” 



EVENTS & NEWS  

Ski Trip USA—2020  

Report on the ski trip written by Charlotte Simpson in year 

10. 

“During half term myself and 26 other students had the  
opportunity to go on the school ski trip to New York and Mount 
Snow in the USA. The ski trip is 100% the best school trip to 
experience. You learn so many important life skills such as time 
management, tipping and organisation. You also get to have so 
many once in a lifetime opportunities and experiences in just 
one week such as going up the Empire  State building, seeing 
Times Square, the Freedom Tower and Statue Of Liberty. You 

get to go to  
Central Park and 
see all its cool 
features and also 
get to walk over 
the Brooklyn 
Bridge to see the 
outstanding  
skyline going on 
for miles, all of 
that in the two 
days you are in New York. When you get to Vermont you 
begin to bond with your group as you share such amazing 

experiences. Learning to ski is so much more fun than you could ever imagine and it’s such an amazing 
feeling to see the progress after falling 500 times a day to begin with to skiing confidently at the end of the 
week. When you are able to get to the top of Mountain, the views are breath-taking and it  feels a real 
achievement.  

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Achievements 

Evening  

On the 26th February a wonderful night was had by all to celebrate 

Bronze DofE achievements with 'The Class of 2020'.   

Congratulations to all the students on 

completing their award, also a huge 

thanks to staff and DofE for their support 

throughout the past year.      

Congratulations everyone. 

 



ATTENDANCE 

Last academic year attendance was above the national average for the first time at 94.7% (NA 94.5%). 

There is still much work to do! We want to work with all parents to improve students’ attendance to a  

minimum of 97% and to prepare them for the wider world of work. We do recognise that children can be ill 

sometimes but we ask that you continue to work in partnership with us and always keep us fully informed of 

absences. This year we will send you an attendance update letter termly. 

As you will also be aware, we only authorise leave of absence for students in ‘exceptional circumstances’.  

If you do need to apply for this, you can request a form from reception. However, we should be clear that 

any holidays or extended trips will be unauthorised, as the expectation is that holidays/trips abroad are 

booked within school holidays. 

Can we also remind you that we only authorise medical appointments for half a day so the expectation is  

students attend school before and/or after the appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters  

 Regular attendance at school means that your child can make the most of their education,  

improving their opportunities later in life.  

 

 School can also help your child develop their social skills such as making and maintaining  

friendships. 

 

 A regular and punctual attendance pattern will help your child when they enter the world of work.  

 

 Research has shown a clear link between good attendance at school and the quality of the  

qualifications that students achieve.  

 

 For every 17 days your child is absent their GCSE results will drop by a whole grade (DfES  

research). 



INFORMATION 

Students leaving during the school day 

If your child needs to leave school during the school 

day for an appointment, please send your child with 

the appointment letter or note to excuse them from 

lesson saying what time they have to leave lesson 

and to show at reception.  

Please remind students that if they feel unwell  

during the school day, they must visit First Aid or 

their Pastoral Manager to contact home.  They 

must not call home using their own mobile phones. 

School Reception   
Please note that Reception opening times are: 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday and Friday 8.00 

am—4.00pm 

Tuesday 8.00 am—3.00 pm  

Friday 8.00 am—3.00 pm  

Please ensure that students are picked up from 

School promptly.  

Parking outside School 
We have been contacted by Solihull Police  
regarding parking on Daylesford Road and Camden 
Green during school drop-off and pick-up  
periods.  They have asked us to warn all parents 
who bring their children to or from school by car that 
they will be increasing their patrols and clamping 
down on parking offences being committed.  They 
have exercised a low key approach in recent years 
but have found that this is not working. 
 
The police have asked us to warn you that, even if 
the vehicle is occupied, it is an offence to: 
 

  Park on zig-zag lines and double yellow lines 

  Obstruct drop-down kerbs 

   Park at or near junctions 

  Obstruct pavements 

 
We have been advised that these offences carry a 
£100 fixed penalty notice and could incur points on 
the driving licence of those caught.  Clearly we wish 
to avoid any such circumstances; thus your  
co-operation in respect of this matter would be very 
much appreciated. 

KEY DATES & TERM DATES   

Key Dates 

 
Year 8 Parents Evening  17.03.20  

Term Ends    02.04.20 

Staff only    03.04.20  

Term Starts    20.04.20 

HPV Y8 Boys & Girls   23 & 24.04.20   

Year 9 Girls 2nd HPV   04.05.20  

May Day     Friday 08.05.20   

Half Term    25.05.20—29.05.20 

Year 11 Prom    26.06.20  

Year 10 Work Exp Week   w/b 29.06.20  

Year 6 Induction Day   01.07.20   

Term Ends     17.07.20 

Year 11 Results Day   20.08.20 

REMINDER TO PARENTS/STUDENTS 

Breakfast Club 

A breakfast club is held for all students every  
Thursday & Friday morning 8.00 am—8.35 am.   This 
is held in the Community Room adjacent to the  
science block.  

We offer toast, juice, and cereal amongst other items. 
It is also a place to meet friends and be able to chat, 
read, and even complete homework before school 
begins.  This is a free service.  

 

Uniform 

We have spare uniform if any students are in need; 
please contact Mrs O’Gorman for further details. 

 


