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15th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Firstly, I hope you and your families are all keeping well during this time. I would like to take 
the opportunity of thanking you all for supporting your child with home learning whilst school 
has been open to only a very restricted number of children.  

Throughout this period, our whole team of teachers and wider support staff have been 
working tirelessly to support the education and welfare of our children. This has been in 
terms of keeping the school open for children of key workers, planning for and supporting 
online learning, answering parental queries and via direct well-being phone calls to parents & 
children.  

Following the Prime Minister’s broadcast on Sunday, I am sure that many of you have lots of 
questions in relation the government’s desire to welcome more children back to educational 
settings. The statement was very clear that if there is further progress in the fight against 
Coronavirus then schools may, from week commencing 1st June 2020 at the earliest, be 
required to provide some face to face support for students in Year 10.   This means that the 
5 key tests set by the government need to have been met in order to justify a change to the 
current arrangements.  

As a result, schools have been asked to begin planning for this to happen given the school’s 
individual context.  

On Monday evening the Department for Education (DfE) published guidance on how it 
believes schools can begin to open safely for more students.  Guidance for parents and 
carers has been placed on our website. We expect further guidance to be published in the 
coming weeks.  You will have already received a letter from Mrs Anwar, CEO which sets out 
our approach and guiding principles for academies across the Summit Learning Trust.  To 
reiterate: 

1. School leaders cannot absolutely guarantee that they will be able to ensure that 
young people socially distance in or on the way to school. However, we will do our 
best to modify our classrooms and our practice to reduce the risk as far as possible. 

2. Our ability to open schools to more students, and the way in which we do this, will be 
dependent on us having enough suitably trained, fit and well staff available to teach 
and work with students.  

3. It is highly unlikely that students, if they come into school from 1st June, will follow 
their usual timetable or cover all the usual subjects that they learn. And they will not 
be in school full-time. 
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4. We will not be penalising parents/carers who choose to keep their children at home 
this term, if they believe this is the safest course of action. But we would encourage 
you to send your children into school so that they do not fall too far behind in their 
studies. 

You can be assured that my leadership team and senior leaders from the Summit Learning 
Trust are working together to undertake the appropriate risk assessments ahead of the 
possibility of safely extending our provision. 

So over the next week, Lyndon School will assess the options available to us as an 
individual school, given our own context, including the physical space within the school and 
the available staffing capacity. This all needs to be considered whilst we continue to provide 
daily support for the children of key workers across all year groups.  

On Monday 18th May 2020, we will be sending a questionnaire to all parents/carers of 
students in Year 10 to help inform our planning and support the completion of risk 
assessment activities.  I would be grateful if this online questionnaire is completed by all 
parents/carers of students in Year 10 by no later than 12:00 noon on Tuesday 19th May 
2020. Once this is done we will of course write to all families once again detailing the 
arrangements from the 1st June 2020 for students specifically in Year 10. 

Whilst the DFE and LA guidance will be of considerable use to schools, it must be noted that 
the responsibility and therefore final decision on whether to invite students back will rest with 
leaders both at the school and Trust.   You can be assured that the welfare of the students at 
Lyndon School will of course be at the very heart of any decisions. 

Thank you for your continued patience and in the meantime, please continue to stay safe.  

Yours sincerely  

 

Abid Butt 
Principal 
 


