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Summer Term 2019

- Wishing you a fantastic summer -

Our primaries, secondaries and college have been busy!

Round Up
Read the latest news & updates from across 
Summit Learning Trust

LEARNING TRUST

‘Scaling the heights together’
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Curriculum 
Development 

Erdington Hall Primary enhanced their 
curriculum by using Cornerstones to engage, inspire 

and deepen learning. Already, the school has seen a huge 
improvement in pupil engagement, enjoyed and outcomes. 

The staff have been busy arranging memorable experiences 
including trips to Tamworth Castle, RAF Cosford, Birmingham Sea 

Life Centre, Cadbury World, Drayton Manor and The Living Rainforest. 
They are already busy planning more exciting trips, experiences and 
learning for September, as well as developing their curriculum to develop 
pupils’ knowledge and skills in History, Geography, Science, Music, Art, 

DT, PE, ICT and French.

Wise2 Prevention program
Erdington Hall are delighted to be working with Wise2 to offer support 
for their pupils and families. Wise2 is made up of 4 organisations: 
Birmingham Children’s Trust, Innovating Minds, The Children’s 

Society and Bringing Hope. One of the team (Bethan) visits 
school every week, holding workshops with the children and 

drop-in sessions for the parents. Other members of the 
team will be working with pupils and families over 

the next year, both in and out of school, 
offering support and advice.

ERDINGTON HALL PRIM
ARY

This 
term

, 

LEARNING TRUST

SUMMIT 
Welcome 

Dear stakeholders of Summit Learning Trust 
This term it’s been a real pleasure to see (and take part in!) the 

primary ‘marathon kids’ project where all our primary students run 
regularly to clock up the miles, and keep fit and well. It’s been a great 

initiative!

I’m delighted to welcome Mrs Helen Glass who joins the Trust in September as one 
of our Education Directors, with Usha Devi. Helen will be working largely with our 

secondary academies & the 6th Form College to ensure that standards continue to rise.

Our ‘conference season’ this term started with an excellent leadership conference with 
Mary Myatt, a national speaker and expert on education and the curriculum, delivering 
inspiring messages for all Summit and Academy leaders. Secondary middle leaders enjoyed 
a curriculum conference, where they heard about the great curriculum development work 
taking place in all academies. At both these conferences, we welcomed colleagues from 
schools and Trusts outside Summit Learning Trust in the spirit of collaboration and learning 
from each other. At the end of August, we’ll be welcoming Tom Bennett, the government’s 
behaviour Tzar and national expert on behaviour and Katherine Birbalsingh, Head of 
Michaela School in London, to our Leadership Conference to work with leaders on 

one of key Trust focuses for next year.
 

All staff have worked incredibly hard this year – and I’d like to share my thanks 
to them for always putting our children and young people first in all they do.

I wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing summer break.

Catherine Anwar 
CEO 



“A
 love for 

teaching!”
SOUTH BIRMINGHAM 

SCITT SCHOOL-CENTRED 
INITIAL TEACHER TRAINING 

In July 2018, South Birmingham SCITT met a cohort of 
trainees who demonstrated the determination and desire to enter 

the wonderful profession of teaching. We highlighted to them from the 
outset that they were about to embark upon a challenging, emotional but 

extremely rewarding year. One year later, we are very proud to announce that 
41 of these colleagues have been awarded Qualified Teacher Status with a Post 

Graduate Certificate in Education!  As they prepare to enter their Newly Qualified 
Induction year we wish them the very best of luck at the start of their very promising 

careers in education.
 

We continue to recruit our 17th cohort of trainees to begin their Initial Teacher Training 
year in September 2019 (applications will close 31st August 2019). We have spent 
evenings and weekends up and down the country, promoting ‘a love for teaching’. We 
continue to collaborate with our School Direct Leads (CPTSA, Summit Learning Trust 
and The Augustine Partnership) to ensure that we have the highest quality provision 
available. We are very proud to be the chosen West Midlands SCITT provider for 

two new partnerships; the Future Scholars Programme and Researchers 
In Schools (The Brilliant Club). It’s a very exciting and promising 

year ahead!
 

Finally we’d like to say a huge thank you to all our 
School Based Trainers this year. Without their 
hard work and dedication to secure consistency 
and accuracy of judgments of trainees, South 

Birmingham SCITT trainee outcomes 
would not be possible.

SOUTH BIRMINGHAM SCITT

Page 3

O U N DR U P

Please head to: www.southbirminghamscitt.org.uk if you are interested in a career in teaching. 
For any enquiries please contact us at: hello@southbirminghamscitt.org.uk



Caribbean 
Music Experience 

Year 4 children at Pegasus Primary School 
have been filling the school with the sound of the 

Caribbean throughout the year as part of their music 
lessons with Services for Education. The musicians treated 
the children, staff and parents to a Djembe drumming and 

steel pan spectacular performance. They really enjoyed playing 
to an audience and their musical skills have really developed over 
the course of the year. They played with confidence and panache 
and their performance was met with much applause and pride. 

Trip to Dovedale
Pegasus children enjoyed a visit to Dovedale where they experienced 
climbing and hill walking – they explored different land formations 
including dales and the surrounding mountains. They practised their 
technical vocabulary using geographical terms for features of 

the landscape such as contours, gradients and summits. Our 
children really have been #ScalingTheHeightsTogether 

and their resilience was truly tested. In true Pegasus 
style, the children challenged themselves and 

they showed real perseverance. 
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Year 10 Students 
Meet Secretary of State 

for Culture, Media & Sport
Year 10 GCSE Citizenship students hosted a debate on 

‘Do Social Media companies listen enough to the young?’ 
as part of a wider programme that is delivered by Votes for 

School. Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport Jeremy 
Wright took part in the debate and listened to our students’ views 
on social media where they discussed the white paper that he had 
published on the topic. This is commonly discussed at Lyndon and 
students were eager to put their point forward and urge Parliament 
to put measures into place to monitor and regulate social media 

for all its users.

Jeremy Wright wrote ‘Incredible insight from Lyndon 
School students on the positives & negatives of social 

media. Really important we hear young people’s 
views as we develop our on line safety’.

LY
ND

ON
 SC

HOOL DofE
Final Expedition

Over two warm days on 21st & 22nd 
June, 24 Year 10 students completed the final 

expedition for their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award.
Working in small teams, each of the students camped, 

cooked and walked the required 15 miles across The 
Long Mynd in Shropshire, displaying map-reading, 
navigation and problem-solving skills in addition to high 
levels of determination and self-sufficiency. Emily Smyth, a 
Year 10 participant, said, “ It was hard work but we learnt 
a lot about perseverance and working together”. DofE 
assessor Mr Mohammed concluded, “ The groups did 
fantastically well. The students will now complete the 

physical, volunteering and skill elements of the 
award in time to celebrate and receive their 

certificates in early 2020. A huge well 
done to all involved and thank you 

to DofE Lyndon team.
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Police 
Community Suppot 

Officer Visit 
This term, The Oaklands Year 5 pupils have been 

working with their local PCSO. The school  are very 
pleased to announce that they now have a Junior PCSO 

team who are working with the local police to support them 
around Acocks Green. Part of their role will be to ensure parents 
park in the designated areas on Dolphin Lane in the morning, to 

ensure safe access for all the pupils and staff.

Art exhibition
Year 6 pupils at The Oaklands were very proud to present their 
artwork at their recent exhibition. The pupils have worked 
with a colleague from Ninestiles this year to produce 

some stunning pieces of art; a great example of how 
staff across  Summit Learning Trust share their 

expertise and collaborate. Parents and 
staff enjoyed viewing the fantastic 

pieces of work. 

TH
E O

AK
LA

ND
S P

RIMARY SCHOOL

CULTURAL 
LANGUAGES DAY

On Monday 24th June, the MFL 
Department at Cockshut Hill hosted a 

Cultural Language Day to celebrate and 
promote the diversity and importance of learning 

Languages. Cockshut Hill School are fortunate to 
provide pupils with the choice of three languages; 
French, Spanish & Urdu. Learning a language allows 
students to gain vital skills for life which can be applied 

to a range of situations.

Throughout the day Cockshut Hill students 
participated in activities such as learning to write 

their name in Urdu, creating Flag Bunting of the 
35+ nationalities they have in their school 

and making friendship bracelets to 
understand and be respectful 

of others.

SWANAGE 
Chalk Stacks, Enchanting 

Arches, Bottom Shaped Bays, 
Blow Holes, Coves, Sand-dunes, 

Glow Worm Hunting!
In June, a group of Cockshut Hill Year 9 and 

10 students visited Dorset. They experienced 
a fun packed weekend, visiting many beautiful 
sites along the Jurassic Coastline; even having 
the opportunity to stand where Winston 
Churchill oversaw the practising of the 
D Day landings! There were lots of 

geographical experiences had and 
students did some excellent field-

sketching throughout!
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Curriculum 
To support their wider curriculum 

learning, the children at Yarnfield have been 
developing their knowledge and skills in a variety 

of ways. From Reception to Year 6, children have had a 
range of engaging experiences.   Year 3 have taken part in 

a graffiti workshop, which has resulted in a fantastic exhibition 
of art for all to enjoy.  Year 4 had a visit from a ‘Demon dentist’, 

who spoke to the children about dental hygiene and answered lots of 
questions the children had about their teeth.  Year 6 had a thrilling day 
out at Drayton Manor, where they were able to experience first-hand 
some of the forces and motions they would be studying in their ‘Scream 
Machine’ project.  All experiences have resulted in fantastic learning 

outcomes!

Allotment project 
Yarnfield pupils have been involved in maintaining the school 
allotment plot.  The pupils have worked closely alongside one 

of the Yarnfield school governors to ensure the vegetables 
are correctly fed, watered and harvested, whilst also 

participating in lots of learning (and tasting the 
fruits of their labour) along the way! 

YA
RN

FIE
LD

 PR
IMARY SCHOOLAs part of their creative curriculum, Yarnfield are working 
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MFL 
Trip to Cantabria, 

Spain
This year the Ninestiles MFL department took 43 

students to Cantabria in Northern Spain. They managed 
to avoid the recent heatwave but still enjoyed lots of sunshine. 

They stayed in a lovely 3-star hotel and visited some fantastic places, 
including a Gaudí house, ancient caves, Spain’s largest maze, a safari 

park, a boat trip around Santander’s stunning harbour, a maritime museum, 
an aquarium, Santillana del Mar - Spain’s prettiest village, the Guggenheim art 
museum and the Zanarte shopping centre in Bilbao. Highlights were the cable 

car ride in the safari park and, of course, the beach. The students were a credit to 
Ninestiles, demonstrating impressive curiosity for the culture and language. Thanks 
to Miss Nicholls and Mrs Cowley for organising the trip and to Mr Aylin, Mr Francis, 

Mr Kemp and Miss Simpson for all their hard work over the week.

Happy Campers
At the beginning of July, 49 students from Ninestiles, along with students from 
Cockshut Hill, enjoyed a wonderful week staying in the beautiful Forest of 

Dean, on the border of England and Wales. They took part in activities such 
as walking, canoeing, caving and mountain biking. The students were very 

well behaved, and thoroughly enjoyed themselves, with many vowing to 
return next year. The group were very fortunate with the weather and 

did not see a single drop of rain the whole week.  Thank you to 
the teachers at Ninestiles and Cockshut Hill who organised 

and supported this trip; it is a wonderful opportunity for 
our Summit students and it is great to see some 

cross Trust trips take place. 

NINESTILES AN ACADEM
Y
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BRAINSTORMING THE 
TEENAGE MIND

Budding young actors at The Sixth Form College, Solihull 
entertained friends, family and prospective students with a play 

about being a teenager in June.

“Brainstorm” was the title of a 45-minute production put together by students 
who participate in the College’s Theatre-in-Education enrichment. This activity 

focuses on putting on shows to take out to schools or show to visiting students from 
other schools.

The production was about the teenage brain and the consequences of this on our lives 
and relationships during puberty. It contained 70% of scripted material based on the 
students’ improvisations and past experiences and the rest the work of the National 
Theatre. It was funny, a bit mad and poignant in places and used projections, music and 

dance, ensemble work, direct address and audience participation.

The actors included Leo McCall, Joe Moss, Sophie Reynolds, Ameer Sohail and 
Nathaniel O’Shea, with Noor Ul Huda and Simran Kaur operating lighting, projection 

and sound.

Drama teacher and Assistant Curriculum Leader Diane Dodd commented: 
“The students were fantastic in putting this production together. They 

really took ownership of it and that has resulted in a highly relevant 
and hugely entertaining piece of theatre. I’m proud of the 

work they have done and delighted with the feedback 
we had from visiting students, who gave it 

rave reviews.”
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SSFC 
STAFF COMPLETE 
CHARITY RUN

Staff at Solihull Sixth Form College raised more 
than more than £1,000 for a children’s hospice charity 

this term, after running as a team in the Knowle Fun Run.
 

The team, calling themselves the Solihull Sixth Form Striders, 
consisted of just under 20 members of staff. Staff run 5km or 10km 

and chose the charity Julia’s House, a children’s hospice charity, as 
the recipient of their fundraising. They set a target of raising £250 
for Julia’s House children’s hospice, but thanks to the generosity of 
friends, family and colleagues that target has been smashed more 

than three times over.
 

Vice Principal Jamie Staddon, one of the runners, commented: 
“It was a great team effort and wonderful to see so many staff 

coming together for a good cause. We are grateful to those 
staff who helped organise everyone for this charity run 

and to all our friends, family and colleagues for 
their donations, which certainly motivated 

us on the day.”


